
AP English Literature and Composition: English IV AP 
2019-2020 
Mr. Torres 

 
To students and parents: 
 
     Advanced Placement English is a rigorous course that requires preparation, discipline, focus, active 

participation, critical thinking, analysis, grit, and application.  The class will be taught in seminar style, 

which will incorporate and emphasize class discussion and close reading of several texts/poems.  All 

readings assigned are drawn from classic, modern, and contemporary writings within various literature 

genres, and all are regarded as works of literary merit.  Because one of my goals is to prepare students for 

the AP exam, in-class writing will be frequent and will model questions posed on the exam.  Practice 

multiple-choice exams will also be administered on a regular basis.  This class is designed to resemble a 

college setting as it offers college credit with a “passing” score (between 3-5 depending on the college) on 

the AP Exam.  Please know that the decisions made within the classroom are all geared toward the overall 

edification of your student. I look forward to an academically challenging and exciting school year. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Torres 
atorres@mchs.net 

 
Expectations 

 
1. All out of class papers are due ON TIME at the BEGINNING of the period. 

 
2. All in class work must be done in ink (dark blue or black, non-erasable).  All out of class work 

will have expectations clearly printed alongside the assignment.  
 

3. No extra credit is given. 
 

4. If the student is absent the day an assignment is given, s/he is responsible for finding out what s/he 
missed.  ABSENCE IS NOT AN EXCUSE FOR IGNORANCE. 

 
5. Extensions will be granted in cases of emergencies, but each case will be treated individually.  In 

all cases, a note from home and/or a conference with the student will be required. 
 

6. Because this class depends heavily on critical analysis and discussion, it is imperative that all 
assignments are completed on the due date.  It’s difficult to partake in a forum when you haven’t 
read the material. 

 
7. All original works (i.e. major writing assignments) must be submitted to turnitin.com; failure to 

do so will result in an immediate zero.  
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Please note that each category includes what is already listed, but is not limited to just those items. Also 
understand that everything that follows is subject to change.  
 

 Semester 1 Semester 2 
Major writings, 
tests, and 
quizzes 

 
   50% 

 
    40% 

Vocabulary     20%     20% 
Homework and 
in-class 
assignments 

 
    15% 

 
    20% 

AP Exam Prep     15%     20% 
Portfolio      ---     20% (Final 

Exam Grade) 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Because this is a college-level type course, I am not going to “make” you do your vocabulary lessons, nor 
will I grade them &/or check them in.  You will, however, be responsible for your exam grade at the end 
of each unit. The vocabulary unit will operate on a biweekly cycle. Quizzes may or may not be announced 
ahead of time, and your vocabulary words are expected to be assimilated and incorporated into your major 
writing assignments.  
 
Semester One (projected based on time and pace): 
 
Novels 

● The Kite Runner 
● Beowulf 
● Canterbury Tales 

 
William Shakespeare 

● MacBeth 
● Hamlet 
● King Lear 
● Midsummer Night’s Dream 
● Twelfth Night 

 
Critical Methods and Theories 

● Structuralism  
● Formalism 
● Marxism  
● Feminism  
● Psychoanalysis  

 



Poetry 
● No’Po’ (TBD) 

 
A.P. Exam Test Preparation 
 
 
Semester Two (projected based on time and pace): 
 
Novels 

● Their Eyes Were Watching God 
● Winter reading (TBD) 

 
Drama 

● Joe Turner’s Come and Gone 
 
Short Stories 

● TBD 
 
Poetry 

• Elizabeth Bishop 
• Anne Bradstreet 
• Gwendolyn Brooks 
• George Gordon Lord Byron 
• Dante 
• John Donne 
• Ralph Waldo Emerson 
• Isabella Gardner 
• Allen Ginsberg 
• George Herbert 
• Robert Herrick 
• Homer 
• Langston Hughes 
• John Keats 
• D. H. Lawrence 
• Andrew Marvell 
• John Milton 
• Sylvia Plath 
• Ezra Pound 
•  Carl Sandburg 
• James Schuyler 
• Anne Sexton 
• Gertrude Stein 
• Wallace Stevens 
•  William Carlos Williams 
• William Wordsworth 
• William Butler Yeats 



●Robert Frost 
●William Earnest Henley 
●Poetry Movements 

 
A.P. Exam Test Preparation 



Advanced Placement Language and Composition Summer Reading 2019 
 
Summer reading focuses on preparing students to be successful not only in AP Lit. class, but both on the 
exam AND in general life. Being a well-rounded, seasoned reader is imperative for this class, and 
summer reading is an integral part of that journey. Please understand that the suggested reading lists are 
just that: suggestions. These supplemental readings will NOT be tested; however, I do advise you to 
consider their allusive value and to see the readings (specifically the Biblical readings) as scholarly 
edification.  
 
Note: In addition to completing each reading assignment, students should complete DETAILED 
annotations and a reading analysis guide for each novel (see instructions below). Both of these 
assignments will be due the first day of school.  
 
Summer Reading List: 
 

1. The Kite Runner  by Khaled Hosseini 
 

2. Macbeth by William Shakespeare (the only play to be read out of the Shakespeare anthology) 
 

3. “Invictus” by William Earnest Henley 
 

4. “Icarus” Edward Field 
 

5. Poetry terms packet 
 
Strongly Suggested Reading: 
 

1. General Greek Mythology stories (see packet) 
 

2. General Biblical stories (“Genesis” (chapters 1-4, 6-9, 22), “Exodus” (chapter 3, 14, 22), “I 
Samuel” (chapter 17 & 18), a Gospel (“Matthew,” “Mark,” “Luke,” or “John.”) any “Psalms” 
and “Proverbs,” and “Revelations” (chapter 6).  

 
Suggested Reading: 

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
2. How to Read Novels Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

 
Students Must Also Purchase:  
The Complete Works of William Shakespeare- 
Barnes and Noble 
Product Details 
ISBN-13: 9781435154476 
Publisher: Barnes & Noble 
Publication date: 10/19/2015 
Series: Barnes & Noble Collectible Editions Series 
Pages: 1280 
Product dimensions:6.60(w) x 9.40(h) x 2.60(d) 

Joe Turner’s Come and Gone  
by August Wilson 
ISBN-13: 9780452260092 
Publisher: Plume 
 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Barnes%20&%20Noble%22;jsessionid=04DF54CA2C41D9A7CB1E961CCC76FD6E.prodny_store02-atgap05?Ntk=Publisher&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Barnes%20&%20Noble%20Collectible%20Editions%20Series%22;jsessionid=04DF54CA2C41D9A7CB1E961CCC76FD6E.prodny_store02-atgap05?Ntk=P_Series_Title&Ns=P_Series_Number&Ntx=mode+matchall
http://www.abebooks.com/products/isbn/9780452260092/15971322401


 
 
Reading Analysis Guide (Formerly known as “Abstract”): 
Students must complete a reading analysis guide for each novel or play that is read (not poems), for 
both summer reading and school year reading. The reading analysis guide should provide a TYPED 
guide for each piece of literature. Students should organize notes in regards to characters, theme, author, 
novel structure, symbolism, and other literary devices. Your analysis guide should also include elements 
that the reader (you) did and did not like about the book. Lastly, you are to include questions that were 
left unanswered. Please keep in mind that what you submit will be the first depiction of who you are as a 
scholar and the quality of work you produce.  
 
A few tips to help you with this process: 

● DO NOT simply take information from Sparknotes. If you find yourself doing this, you should 
prepare yourself for a VERY difficult year in my class.  

● DO NOT wait until the last minute! Create your guides as you go along. This will be especially 
helpful for the “questions” section of your guide. It is okay if questions were answered later in 
the novel. Keep them in your notes…this shows signs of active reading.  

● Try to avoid doing all of the reading in one chunk of time. While it may be tempting to “get it 
out of the way” early in the summer, this will most likely pose a challenge for you when you are 
tested on the material upon your return to school. I suggest spreading the reading out, scattering 
myths and Biblical stories from week to week, reading Kite Runner in the middle of the summer, 
and ending with a slow, methodical, heavily-annotated reading of Macbeth towards the end. You 
will have about a week before summer reading tests occur. 

● The more work you do at the time of reading, the less work you will have to do after reading. 
This tip applies not only to summer reading but to reading during the year as well. You must 
think of this course as a marathon, not a sprint, one where the focus is the journey and not the 
destination. 

● Your annotations will be your saving grace when you come back to school. Summer is a time to 
relax and recharge, but we must keep your analytical skills sharp and active. Not only will your 
annotations be checked in for a grade, but they will serve as your lifeline during Socratic 
seminars and in preparation for the summer reading tests.  

● This is a time to explore, practice, and prepare. Do NOT be afraid to make mistakes, and do 
NOT steer away from obstacles that pose challenges; this is the only way that you will grow as a 
scholar. Work on cultivating a “growth mindset” where you lean in to challenges instead of 
shying away from them. This “grit point,” where you are stretched and forced to grow, is where 
the highest form of learning will happen.  

 
Every day you read over the summer, every day you do any prep work, and every single day you come 
to my class, know without a doubt that you are cared for, as an individual human being AND as an 
academic scholar. I respect your decision to take this class, and I respect your time, talents, passions, and 
devotions. Everything we do in this class is for your own good. When the waters get rough, and they 
will, please remind yourself of these truths. If you want to grow in more ways than you thought possible, 
you are in the right place. I believe in you. 
 
Happy reading, 
Mr. Torres 
atorres@mchs.net 
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Icarus 
by Edward Field 

Only the feathers floating around the hat 
Showed that anything more spectacular had occurred 
Than the usual drowning. The police preferred to ignore 
The confusing aspects of the case, 
And the witnesses ran off to a gang war. 
So the report filed and forgotten in the archives read simply 
Drowned, but it was wrong: Icarus 
Had swum away, coming at last to the city 
Where he rented a house and tended the garden. 
That nice Mr. Hicks the neighbors called him, 
Never dreaming that the gray, respectable suit 
Concealed arms that had controlled huge wings 
Nor that those sad, defeated eyes had once 
Compelled the sun. And had he told them 
They would have answered with a shocked, uncomprehending stare. 
No, he could not disturb their neat front yards; 
Yet all his books insisted that this was a horrible mistake: 
What was he doing aging in a suburb? 
Can the genius of the hero fall 
To the middling stature of the merely talented? 

And nightly Icarus probes his wound 
And daily in his workshop, curtains carefully drawn, 
Constructs small wings and tries to fly 
To the lighting fixture on the ceiling: 
Fails every time and hates himself for trying.

He had thought himself a hero, had acted heroically, 
And now dreamt of his fall, the tragic fall of the hero; 
But now rides commuter trains, 
Serves on various committees, 
And wishes he had drowned.



Invictus 

 by William Ernest Henley 

Out of the night that covers me, 

  Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

  For my unconquerable soul. 

 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

  I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 

  My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

  Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 

  Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 

 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

  How charged with punishments the scroll. 

I am the master of my fate: 

  I am the captain of my soul. 

 






































